It has been found that violence during pregnancy can have a myriad of adverse effects on not only maternal health but also on birth outcomes, such as low birth weight, fetal injury and fetal death (Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada 2005). For the first time, the 2009 GSS asked spousal victims if the violent episode took place at the time of pregnancy. According to these results, 11% of female spousal victims were pregnant during the violent incident. This amounts to about 63,300 pregnant women who were violently victimized by their spouse in the preceding five years. (emphasis added) 
Police-reported data from the Homicide Survey also show that pregnancy is not a protective factor in intimate partner homicide. Since 2005, the year data first became available on whether the homicide victim was pregnant, 12 intimate partner victims were pregnant at the time of their death. However, homicide during pregnancy is not limited to intimate partners, as eight pregnant women were killed by someone other than their intimate partner.  Health Canada reported that 21% of abused women surveyed reported violence during pregnancy, and of these women, 40% reported that the violence began during pregnancy.
 Up to 64% of women abused during pregnancy reported that abuse increased during pregnancy.
 When the pregnancy is unplanned or unwanted, women are 4 times as likely to suffer increased abuse than when the pregnancy is desired.
 Women abused during pregnancy are more likely to be depressed, suicidal, and experience pregnancy complications and poor outcomes, including maternal and fetal death.
